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             West Virginia Division of Natural Resources 

         Furbearer Management Newsletter 
               Fall 2024                          Wildlife Resources Section 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

This newsletter is specifically written to keep trappers, hunters, and the general public informed regarding the 
West Virginia Division of Natural Resources furbearer management program. We would appreciate any 
suggestions on how to improve this newsletter for your use. Please direct correspondence to:  Holly Morris, 
WVDNR, 2006 Robert C. Byrd Drive, Beckley, WV 25801 holly.n.morris@wv.gov .   
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

We Need Your Help!  - Multiple Opportunities 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
We currently have many ways for trappers to participate in research projects and assist the WVDNR with 
furbearer management.  We have many ongoing research projects that will be discussed in the following 
pages of this newsletter.  The voluntary trapper survey continues for another year and can be requested 
at any DNR district office or downloaded from the DNR website.  A copy of the survey for printing can be 
found at the end of this newsletter. The annual trapper survey is used to collect catch-per-unit-effort 
data from trappers to provide an index to changes in population densities of furbearers in West Virginia.  
 

    
 
Also, if you spring gobbler hunt or archery hunt for deer, consider participating in the WVDNR 
Bowhunter and Spring Gobbler Surveys.  These can be requested from the Game Management Services 
secretary at (304) 637-0245 or accessed using the Survey 123 app on the DNR website.  These surveys 
provide hunter effort data and important wildlife observation data.  These observations can be used to 
track changes in population densities of species of interest over time.  This year, the Bowhunter Survey 
was modified to include observations of gray and red fox.  This change allows for the development of a 
new method to track gray and red fox abundance across WV. 
 

https://wvdnr.gov/plants-animals/surveys/
https://wvdnr.gov/plants-animals/surveys/
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_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

River Otter Survival Project Continues 

The otter trapping portion of the project is complete, and now the otters are being monitored for 
survival and habitat use.  Radio-tagged otters are legal game during trapping season.  If you harvest a 
radio-tagged otter, please call Holly Morris at the District 4 office at (304) 256-6947 to report the tag 
number and return the transmitter.  Transmitters will be located inside the abdominal cavity and some 
otters also will have an external transmitter sutured on the otter’s back.  Your participation is essential 
to the success of this project.  Results from this project will guide management decisions for river otter, 
including possible changes to the bag limit. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Internal VHF Transmitter External GPS Transmitter 
 

    

 
 
 
 
 
          Example of Placement of GPS Transmitter       Ear Tag on River Otter 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Otter Carcass Collection Continues 

In order to determine otter population size and effect of harvest, WVDNR continues to collect otter 
carcasses. A $20 gift card is being offered for any useable whole carcass turned in to the WVDNR. 
Skinned carcasses may be brought to any district wildlife office or arrangements can be made to have 
them picked up by WVDNR personnel.  Canine teeth and female reproductive tracts will be used to 
collect demographic data. Population age structure, survival, and reproductive rate from year to year will 
be determined to give biologists a picture of population health and assist in determining whether the 
bag limit needs to be changed.  These carcasses have been used to support research such as diet, health, 
and genetic studies.  Contact any WVDNR district office if you would like to turn in a carcass.  You can 
also call: Holly Morris, Furbearer and Small Game Project Leader, at (304) 256-6947.   
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____________________________________________________________________________________ 

New Project - Potential Gray Fox and Fisher Health Study 

The WVDNR is gearing up for a proposed regional gray fox and fisher health study.  This project is a 
collaborative study with all states in the Northeast region.  Due to concern regarding possible gray fox 
population declines in recent decades, we are attempting to understand if and how pathogens and 
toxins are affecting gray fox.  In addition, recent fisher studies in the northeast have found 75-100% of 
trapper-harvested fisher have been exposed to anticoagulant rodenticides.  Funding for this project is 
anticipated to be awarded in 2025, but to get a jump start, we are collecting legally harvested, sick, and 
roadkill carcasses of fisher and gray fox now.  This is a voluntary program with no reward being offered 
by the WVDNR for carcass donations.  If you would like to donate your legally harvested, skinned fisher 
or gray fox carcass, please contact any WVDNR district office.  You can also call: Holly Morris, Furbearer 
and Small Game Project Leader, at (304) 256-6947.  Carcasses also will be collected at the WVTA Fur Sale 
in February 2025.  General information below such as county of harvest, locality, etc. will be required for 
provide informative results.   
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 Pathogen & Toxicant Muskrat Study 

 

The West Virginia Division of Natural Resources is collecting muskrat carcasses to examine pathogens 
and toxicants that may affect muskrat health and population abundance. If you trap muskrats and are 
interested in voluntarily participating in this study, please see details below for collecting carcasses. 
Thank you! 

1. Muskrat carcasses may be skinned or unskinned but must be frozen within 24 hours of harvest and 
include the entire body and head. 

2. Trappers will need to keep carcasses frozen until the carcass is given to WVDNR staff. 
3. A carcass tag (included below) enclosed in a Ziplock bag must be attached to each muskrat carcass. 
4. Trappers can copy this page to print more carcass tags, write the information on a piece of paper, or 

request carcass tags from a WVDNR district office. 
5. Carcasses should be delivered to a WVDNR district office unless other arrangements have been 

made. Trappers should call in advance to arrange delivery or pick up.  

 

 
Muskrat Carcass Tag 

*Complete all information, place in waterproof bag, and attach to carcass* 
 
Harvester Name ___________________________________  Phone #____________________________ 
 
Mailing Address _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Date Harvested_________________________________  Sex  __________________________________ 
 
Harvest County_________________________  GPS Location___________________________________ 
 
Address, Road Intersection, Water Body, etc. _______________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Circle the land use surrounding the body of water where this muskrat was trapped:  
Natural/Undisturbed Habitat        Urban/Residential        Agricultural         Other: __________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
How many years have you trapped muskrats on this water body? _________________________years 

 

Based on your observations, what do you feel the status of muskrats is in this water body? 

Please circle:  Increased  Significantly Increased     
   Decreased  Significantly Decreased     
   Stable   No Opinion/Unknown 
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_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Regional Parasite Surveillance in Coyotes and Foxes Continues 

The WVDNR is participating in a regional intestinal parasite surveillance project being conducted at the 
Southeastern Cooperative Wildlife Disease Study (SCWDS), a part of the University of Georgia, College of 
Veterinary Medicine. This study was motivated in part by the recent discovery of Echinococcus 
tapeworms in both domestic and wild canids in Virginia; Echinococcus was not historically known to 
occur regionally but was known to occur in western Ohio and other parts of the midwestern USA. 
Potential wild hosts for Echinococcus include coyotes, red foxes, and gray foxes. The WVDNR is collecting 
intestinal tracts from wild coyotes and foxes to submit to SCWDS for Echinococcus screening. To collect 
an intestinal tract, open the body cavity and use butcher twine, zip ties, or other suitable materials to tie 
off the intestinal tract in two places: just below the junction with the stomach, and as close to the 
rectum as possible. Cut through the intestine on the stomach side and the rectum side of the tie-offs, 
then bag the intestinal tract. Wear disposable gloves when collecting the intestines. Place the intestines 
into a zip-top bag, then fill out the data card below- or note the data in the card on a separate sheet of 
paper- and place it inside another zip-top bag. Insert the bag with the data card into the bag with the 
intestines and freeze until the sample can be given to WVDNR staff at your nearest District Office or at 
the WVTA Fur Sale in Feburary. Thank you for your cooperation and we hope you had a great trapping 
season! 
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_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
River Otter Citizen Science Project  
 
In 2023, the DNR initiated a new citizen science project to identify the distribution of river otters across 
the state.  The public was asked to report sightings through a survey that could be found online or by 
using a mobile phone application.  During a year, citizens reported 321 observations of otters from 49 
counties.  Gaps in observations of observations are likely linked to areas where humans do not travel 
near bodies of water easily or often.  The string of observations along the Greenbrier River Trail easily 
pops out in Pocahontas and Greenbrier counties.  Caution is to be exercised when studying the figure 
below.  Upon review of the pictures submitted, some folks misidentified groundhogs, mink, and fisher as 
otter.  Thanks to everyone who participated in this project!   
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_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Bobcat Tomfoolery 
 
While running a trap line for the river otter survival project, we captured and released several non-target 
animals such beaver, mink, and bobcat.  One day checking the trapline, we noticed a catch circle at one 
of the trap sites but no animal in the trap.  Luckily, we had a trail camera on the site to record what 
happened.  As you can see from the trail camera pictures, the bobcat was very smart and used his hind 
feet to release the trap from his front foot! 
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_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Links 
West Virginia Division of Natural Resources  www.wvdnr.gov 
West Virginia Trappers Association   www.wvtrappers.com 
Guide to State Game Depts.            
  https://www.identicards.com/productcart/pc/State-DNRs-d39.htm  
Assoc. of Fish and Wildlife Agencies Furbearer Resources   

https://www.fishwildlife.org/afwa-inspires/furbearer-management  
National Trappers Association    www.nationaltrappers.com 
Fur Takers of America     www.furtakersofamerica.com 
Conserve Wildlife                  www.conservewildlife.org 
Furbearers Unlimited     www.furbearers.org 
CITES       www.cites.org 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Introduce someone to hunting or trapping! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                       River Otter on Boulder                                                                                     Mink in Water 

http://www.wvdnr.gov/
http://www.wvtrappers.com/
https://www.identicards.com/productcart/pc/State-DNRs-d39.htm
https://www.fishwildlife.org/afwa-inspires/furbearer-management
http://www.nationaltrappers.com/
http://www.furtakersofamerica.com/
http://www.conservewildlife.org/
http://www.furbearers.org/
http://www.cites.org/


INSTRUCTIONS FOR TRAPPING REPORT FORM 

 

 

This is a voluntary report that will be used to help West Virginia Division of Natural Resources 

collect more accurate data regarding trapping success and numbers of animals harvested each 

year. 

 

1. Fill in your name, full address, and phone number only if you wish to include this 

information. 

 

2. During the trapping season, fill in columns for # of days trapped, animals caught, and 

animals killed for EACH COUNTY that you trap during the legal trapping season.  Three 

columns are provided for each county.   

 

3. Use more than one sheet if you trap more than 4 counties. 

 

4.  Try to accurately record number of days trapped.  If in doubt, give the closest  

      approximation of number of days trapped. 

 

5.   Sign and date your data sheet before sending in to: 

 

  Holly Morris 

  Trapper Survey 

  West Virginia Division of Natural Resources 

  2006 Robert C. Byrd Drive 

  Beckley, WV  25801 

 

6.  If you have any questions, call Holly Morris directly at (304) 461-0067 or email at 

holly.n.morris@wv.gov . 

 

7.  Send all completed forms in by April 30 of each year. 

 

8.  DO NOT include animals caught on Animal Damage Control licenses or on nuisance  

     wildlife permits. 

 

 

 

mailto:holly.n.morris@wv.gov


2024-2025 TRAPPING REPORT FORM 

West Virginia Division of Natural Resources 

Wildlife Resources Section 

Read instructions on back side before completing this report. 
 

Name (It is not necessary to include your personal information)_____________________________________________________  

Address ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City ________________________________ State _____________ Zip Code  ________________ Phone _____________________ 

 

 

Species 

County: County: County: County: 

# of days 

trapped 

# Caught # Killed # of days 

trapped 

# Caught # Killed # of days 

trapped 

# Caught # Killed # of days 

trapped 

# Caught # Killed 

Beaver             
Bobcat             
Coyote             
Fisher             
Gray Fox             
Mink             
Muskrat             
Opossum             
Otter             
Raccoon             
Red Fox              
Spotted 

Skunk 
            

Striped 

Skunk 
            

Weasel             
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